The Writing on the Wall

Alas, we have no longer any regard for the truth, but all
those whom we attack must be absolutely guilty . . . and
must confess their guilt.             FRIEDRICH VON SPEE, 1631

Roman patriotism ! God save us from it, as from the stature
of a giant ! We should find no chair to sit upon ; no bed in
which to He.                                 WOLFGANG GOETHE, 1771

Germany, without a doubt, must be credited with one of the
most important discoveries of the century, which, like all
German discoveries, will be reverently remembered by pos-
terity. ... In short, we are the first to show how imbeciles
and dangerous lunatics can be used, who have hitherto been
cast aside as the refuse of society.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1775

Of all Prussia's neighbours, the Russian Empire is the most
dangerous, both by reason of its might, and because of its
position. Those who rule Prussia after me will have reason
enough to remain friends with these barbarians.

FREDERICK THE GREAT, King of Prussia,  1740-1786

I shudder at the thought of war, for we shall feel it in every
corner of Germany.     FRIEDRICH SCHILLER, 15 April, 1790